International Association of Law Libraries

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting,

At the 27th Annual Course on International Law Librarianship

San Juan, Puerto Rico, 3rd December 2008
1. The President of the Association welcomed delegates to the Conference and thanked Maria M. Otero, Pedro Padilla, and their colleagues on the local organising committee for their excellent work in making this conference an outstanding success and thanked the main sponsors.
2. The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in Mumbai, India in December 2007 were approved.

3. President’s Report:

The President gave his annual report to the members. He reminded those present that the full text of the report is available on the Association’s website and he outlined the highlights of the year. 

He then introduced the representatives of other library associations:
· James Duggan, President of the American Association of Law Libraries invited members to the annual conference to be held in Washington D.C. in July 2009.
· The President informed the members of the continuing participation of the Association in IFLA (the International Federation of Library Associations) and its continuing support for the IFLA Section of Law Libraries. He introduced Holger Knudsen, Chair of the Section of Law Libraries who outlined the progress in establishing the Section, thanked IALL for its contribution to the costs of the successful events in Quebec City at the 2008 Congress, and described the proposed programme for the Section at the IFLA Congress to be held in Milan in August 2009.
4. Future Annual Courses:

Holger Knudsen, Board Liaison, described the annual conference to be held in Istanbul in October 2009 at the Istanbul Bilgi University with an additional optional day in Bursa, and introduced Mr. Kerem Kahvecioglu, Member of the Conference Local Organising Committee.  Kerem Kahvecioglu presented greetings from the Local Organising Committee and said that they looked forward to welcoming delegates to Istanbul.  Two short films to introduce delegates to the attractions of Turkey were shown. The President thanked Kerem and the rest of the team for their work in creating an extremely interesting and attractive plan for the conference.

The Board Liaison for the 2010 conference, Halvor Kongshavn, informed members that the conference will be held in The Hague (‘the World Capital of International Law’) at the Peace Palace Library from 5th to 9th September 2010.  International Law will be the prime focus of the Conference which will also incorporate a visit to Rotterdam. Jeroen Vervliet of the Peace Palace Library and René Winter of the Erasmus University of Rotterdam will be organising the Conference with their Dutch colleagues.
5. Secretary’s Report:

The Secretary’s report was approved.

6. The Treasurer’s Report:

The report of the Treasurer was approved.

The audited accounts were approved.

The Auditor, Kenneth M. Ditmars of Ditmars Perazzi & Co. LLP of Westhampton, New Jersey USA was reappointed Auditor for 2009.

7. Report of the Finance Committee

The Report of the Finance Committee was approved.
8. Report of the Committee on Communications:

Petal Kinder, Chair of the Committee said a special word of thanks to Lyonette Louis-Jacques who has resigned from the Committee but who has contributed so much to the work of the Committee, and in particular has compiled the International Calendar since 1999. 
9. Report of the Scholarships Committee:

Halvor Kongshavn, Chair of the Committee introduced the 2008 grantholders:

There were 14 applications from 8 countries.  Applicants from Haiti, Turkey, and the USA were selected:

- Ms Françoise Beaulieu Thybulle from National Library of Haiti, Port-au-Prince

- Mr Kerem Kahvecioglu from Istanbul Bilgi University, Istanbul

- Ms Yasmin Morais from Georgetown University Law Center, Washington DC who was unfortunately unable to travel because of illness.
10. Web Site Award:
Ligita Gjortlere, Chair of the Web Site Award Committee, announced the winner for 2008. The award was to the WorldLII, the World Legal Information Institute, website. The citation stated “WorldLII provides free, independent and non-profit access to worldwide law. With its broad international reach, WorldLII constitutes a centralised resource for national, regional and international legal documentation”.
11. New Business:

There was no new business and the meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennefer Aston

Secretary

