(DRAFT)  INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LAW LIBRARIES

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting

Monday 5th September 2005

Badia Fiesolana, San Domenico di Fiesole, Italy.

1. The President, Jules Winterton, welcomed all delegates to the Annual General Meeting.

2. The Minutes of the 2004 Annual General Meeting held in Helsinki were approved.

3. President’s Report to the membership:

The President remarked that this was his first report to the membership as President and introduced the new Board members to the delegates. He reported that a Strategy Meeting of the Board was held in June which was an intensive two-day workshop discussing the future of the Association. Fundamental qualities of the Association were examined and future challenges and opportunities the Association were discussed. The conclusions were documented in the Strategic Priorities paper distributed with the materials for the Annual General Meeting and would be discussed as the last item on the agenda. He referred the membership to his written report. He indicated that he was willing to entertain questions from the floor. There were no questions.

4. Website Award Committee Report:
James Butler, Chair of the Website Award Committee, introduced the members of the Committee to the membership. He reported that the Committee had received 15 nominations for the Website Award, two of which were non-English language and two were commercial. The Website Award Committee had considered the remaining eligible nominations and announced the winner for 2005 was the The Peace Palace Library in The Hague. "The Peace Palace Library site offers value-added service to its users with up-to-date, customizable alerts based on a very broad international law collection, and is aimed at both law librarians and end users." This was the unanimous choice of the Committee. The award was graciously accepted by Jeroen Vervliet, Librarian of the Peace Palace Library. He expressed his thanks on behalf of the library and emphasized how important the award was to the entire staff and how much it was appreciated.

5. Future Annual Courses 

St Petersburg, Russia, 2006:

Halvor Kongshavn, Board Liaison to the Annual Course to be held in Russia at the St. Petersburg State University from September 10th to September 14th 2006 reported to the membership about the venue and the programme. A short presentation of the highlights of the location and proposed programme was given by Mikhail Krotov, President of the Russian Association of Law Libraries, and Anita Soboleva. Halvor announced that the programme was almost completed and the website with all the contact information and the preliminary programme had been launched on September 1st. The President congratulated the Committee on their superb organization.

Mumbai India, 2007:

The President reported that negotiations were in progress to arrange the Annual Course in Mumbai, India in 2007.

6. President’s Welcome:

The President, Jules Winterton welcomed Claire Germain, President of the American Association of Law Libraries. He remarked on the close association of the two organizations and that he was very pleased with the possibility of future collaboration. Ms. Germain expressed her appreciation of the warm welcome and invited the members to the AALL Annual Conference in St. Louis Missouri in 2006. She remarked on the successful programme held at the IFLA conference in Oslo in August 2005 under the auspices of the Law Libraries Discussion Group, jointly supported by IALL and AALL. She expressed her appreciation to Halvor Kongshavn who had arranged the programme.

7. Secretary’s Report:

The Secretary submitted her report.  There were no questions from the membership.

8. Treasurer’s Report:

The Treasurer had submitted a preliminary Summary of Accounts for the fiscal year January 2004 – December 2004 and the Auditor’s report was made available at the conference.  There were no questions from the membership.

The President informed the membership that this was the first year that the Association had submitted an audited set of accounts and auditor’s report. He emphasized that appointment of an independent auditor provided the opportunity for the Board to examine the financial situation of the Association and to monitor the financial health of the Association in a more detailed and transparent manner. He asked for approval of the reappointment of the auditor. The membership unanimously approved the reappointment.

9. Advisory Committee on Communications Report:

Richard Danner, outgoing Chair of the Committee, acknowledged the work of the Committee and introduced new Chair of the Committee Petal Kinder and the new Editor of the Journal, Mark Engsberg. He congratulated the Web Director Claire Germain and Webmaster Sasha Sskenderija on the continual improvements made to the Association’s website which ensures that the membership is well served. He referred the membership to his written report and there were no questions forthcoming from the membership.

10. Report of the Scholarships Committee:

The Chair of the Committee, Jarmila Looks, introduced this year’s scholars. Mr. Hudson A. Liyai of the University of Nairobi Law Library, Ms. Harvinder Kaur of the University of Malaya Law Library, and Ms. Maria M. Otero-de Leon of the University of Puerto Rico Law Library. She thanked the membership for the warm welome extended to the scholarship recipients. There were no questions from the membership.

11. Strategic Priorities:

Richard Danner, on behalf of the President, introduced the paper which had resulted from the two-day Strategy Meeting convened in June 2005. The paper had been made available on the IALL website and distributed to delegates. He highlighted significant issues which were identified in the paper but emphasized that he did not intend to review the paper in detail, rather he wished to generate discussion amongst the members. He emphasized that input from the membership is strongly encouraged.

There followed an extended period of wide ranging comment and discussion by members present at the Annual General Meeting. 

The President thanked the membership for their active participation in the strategic review process and for their comments and suggestions which would be noted and included in the ongoing process. He thanked Richard Danner for chairing the session.

The President informed the membership that a further period of consultation on the Strategic Priorities document would take place during the forthcoming year for those who could not attend the AGM. The Strategic Priorities document would be made available again on the website together with a note of the comments made at the AGM and members would be invited to submit further comments. All comments received would be discussed by the Board and an action plan will be developed and presented to the membership.

The meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Morrison, Secretary.
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