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The IALL Advisory Committee on Communications provides advice and counsel to the Editor of the International Journal of Legal Information and the Director of the IALL web site, while developing other IALL print and electronic publication and communications initiatives.  The Committee’s 2006-2007 members are the Journal Editor (Mark Engsberg), the Web Director (Claire Germain), two members-at-large (Silke Sahl and Lyonette Louis-Jacques), and the chair (Petal Kinder), who serves as Director of Communications for the Association.  Both the Journal editor and the Director of Communications serve as ex officio members of the IALL Board of Directors, if they are not already full members.  The Committee usually meets during the IALL annual conference and is in regular contact throughout the year via e-mail.

For 2006-2007, the Committee reports the following accomplishments and activities: 

1. International Journal of Legal Information. 
Mr Mark Engsberg continues his editorship which commenced with the first issue of volume 33 (2005).  The tables of contents for the current issue, volume 35 No 1, 2007 of the Journal, as well as the full text of comments by the Editor and President are posted on the IALL web site at <http://www.iall.org/journal.htm>. 
Ms Lyonette Louis-Jacques continues to compile the International Calendar in each issue, while Mr Thomas W. Mills of the Cornell Law Library continues as the Book Review Editor.  Ms Rebecca L. Emmerson is the Editorial and Administrative Assistant. Their excellent and timely work is gratefully appreciated. 
Since 1997, the Journal has been printed and mailed without charge to the Association through the generosity of Thomson-West.  In April 2007, Thomson-West created a new organizational structure within its legal environment which included West Services Inc and Thomson Legal and Regulatory Global.  A new consent form reflecting the change in business structure was presented seeking agreement to the reassignments.  Ms Kinder signed the form and sent it to Mr Engsberg for forwarding to Thomson-West.
 2.  Donation of the International Journal of Legal Information to less privileged 
libraries. 
At the September Post Conference 2005 Board meeting, discussion took place regarding the giving of assistance to less privileged law libraries. The assistance agreed upon was a donation of a run of print copies of the IJLI, and a 3-year subscription to the journal - it was not intended that a full IALL membership be part of the gift.  After the Meeting Ms Amanda Barratt and Ms Kinder agreed to identify and approach any libraries in their region to ask if they would benefit from such a donation.  

Ms Barratt identified the University of Jos Library in Nigeria.   Mr Engsberg, on the advice of Ms Barratt, contacted the University Librarian, Dr A Ochai, in order to set up the arrangement.  After some time Mr Engsberg was advised by the University of Jos that they already had a paid subscription to the Journal and did not require a gratis copy.   



Ms Kinder approached Ms Julia Davey, Judicial System Monitoring Program, in East Timor with a view to setting up a donation for the Law School at the University in East Timor.  With the outbreak of war in the region Ms Davey offered to try and contact the University once peace resumed in East Timor.  Ms Kinder emailed Ms Davey again in October 2007, however, no reply has been received.  

Ms Claire Germain has identified the following three libraries that may benefit from receiving a donation of a run of print copies of the IJLI, and a 3-year subscription to the journal, in accordance with the guidelines:
The East Africana Section of the University of Dar es Salaam Library, Dar es Salaam

Tanzania.  

The Zambia Institute of Advanced Legal Education, Lusaka, Zambia

The University of Botswana, Ramaloto ward, Tlokweng, Botswana

Mr Engsberg will approach each of these libraries to ask if they would benefit from such a donation.  

To date, the only recipient of the gift is the University of Mosul in Iraq.  This donation was originally set up in 2005. 


3.  Electronic Publication and Indexing of the Journal.  



Currently the Journal is available as follows:

· Vols. 1-34 (1973-2006) are available in facsimile on William S. Hein & Co.’s Hein Online service (http://heinonline.org/).  Direct access to past volumes of the Journal on Hein Online is provided through the “Journal” page of the IALL website. 
· Selected full-text coverage of the Journal from vol. 22 (1994) to date is available in Westlaw’s INTJLI database.

· Full text coverage of the Journal from Vol. 34; No. 2, Spring 2006 is available in LexisNexis lexis.com.  Mr Engsberg continues to liaise with LexisNexis regarding the inclusion of back issues. 
· Indexed in LegalTrac commencing Feb1, 1982 - current.
· Indexed in HW Wilson's, Index to Legal Periodicals since October 1995 with full text coverage from May 2005 

The Committee continues to monitor the Journal’s inclusion in indexes of legal and library literature to ensure that the Journal is indexed in a timely fashion and to see where else it might be indexed.


4.  IALL Web Site.  

The web site resides on a server at the Cornell University Law Library.  IALL provides financial support for maintenance and development of the web site.  The domain name “iall.org” is registered through Network Solutions through September 2008.
The results of the Survey of the website were considered at the Board Meeting in St Petersburg in September 2006. It was resolved that approval be given for re-design of the website.  Ms Kinder, as Chair of the Committee consulted with the Web Director, Ms Claire Germain, regarding the project.  A decision was made to contract the services of the Webmaster, Mr Sasha Skenderija, for the re-design, and an appropriate level of compensation was agreed upon.  
After significant consultation and input by all members of the Communications Committee the new website was launched on the 25 April 2007. The re-design by Mr Skenderija, under the direction of Ms Germain, provides a clearer structure, simplified navigation and improved search functions.
Prior to launching the new web site, there was an average of 139 hits a day for

the period April 2005 - April 2007.   Since the launch of the new web site in April 


2007 the number of hits has increased to an average of 160 hits per day.

A commercial version of statcounter for $US19.00 a month, with a 10,000 hits log-


size, has been purchased and will be installed on the web site by Mr Skenderija. 

Mr Skenderija has also implemented a 'Board Members' section which will house Minutes from the Board meetings.  A 'Members only' section is also intended to be set up in the near future.  Both sections will be password protected. 

5. List-serves.   Currently there are four list-servs: 


1. The Members list


2. The Private and Corporate Law Librarians list


3. The IALL Board list


4. The IALL Communication Committee list


The first three lists were set up by Mr Danner and are hosted by Duke University School of Law.  The fourth list was set by Ms Germain and is hosted by the Cornell University Law Library. All lists continue to provide effective means of communication for each of their members.


The Members list has a web page: <http://mailman.law.duke.edu/mailman/listinfo/members> at which messages archived since 1 July 2006 may be viewed.  Individual passwords may be created to perform such operations as converting a subscription to digest format, view the list of subscribers, or unsubscribe from the list.  Periodically, machine-generated reminders about these options 
will be sent out to members of the list.
There are presently 186 subscribers to the list, a net increase of 38 since last year’s report.  The list is used to distribute messages from the President, update members on planning for the annual course, solicit suggestions for the IALL website award, solicit advice on professional questions, and share other information of interest to the membership.  The Committee continues to look for ways to increase subscriptions and greater use of the list-serv.  The list received two requests in 2007 to post job announcements. The postings were viewed as relevant to both the purpose of the list and that of the IALL.  A decision was made to allow such postings on a once-only basis. 

The Private and Corporate Law Librarians listserv: <iallfirmcorp@mailman.law.duke.edu> hosted by Duke University Law School. The purpose of the list-serv is to facilitate communication between the specialist body of librarians in law firms. There are presently 11 subscribers to the list.
In the coming year, the Committee looks forward to continuing to work with and support 
the editors of the Journal and web site, expanding its efforts to promote the Association, and developing new projects to improve communications within IALL and to those outside the Association.  The chair wishes to thank the Committee members for their dedicated interest and hard work, Mr Danner and Ms Germain for their support and assistance, Mr Skenderija for the development of the new website and his continuing technical support, and the Association for providing her with the opportunity to serve.

Petal Kinder

Director of Communications

6 November 2007
