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The IALL Advisory Committee on Communications provides advice and counsel to the Editor of the International Journal of Legal Information and the Director of the IALL web site, while developing other IALL print and electronic publication and communications initiatives.  The Committee’s 2004-2005 members are the Journal Editor (Mark Engsberg), the Web Director (Claire Germain), two members-at-large (Petal Kinder and Lyonette Louis-Jacques), and the chair (Richard A. Danner), who serves as Director of Communications for the Association.  For 2005-2006, Ms. Kinder will succeed Mr. Danner as chair and Director of Communications and Silke Sahl will join the Committee.  Both the Journal editor and the Director of Communications serve as ex officio members of the IALL Board of Directors, if they are not already full members.  The Committee usually meets during the IALL annual conferences and is in regular contact throughout the year via e-mail.


For 2004-2005, the Committee reports the following accomplishments and activities: 

1. International Journal of Legal Information. With the completion of volume 32 (2004) of the Journal, long-time Editor Marie-Louise Bernal stepped down from her position as editor.  Her service and accomplishments were acknowledged by the Association at the Helsinki conference in August 2004.  Mark Engsberg began his editorship with the first issue of volume 33 (2005).  The tables of contents for current issues of the Journal, as well as the full text of comments by the Editor and President are posted on the IALL web site at http://www.iall.org/journal.htm. 

   Lyonette Louis-Jacques compiles the International Calendar in each issue.  With volume 33 (2005), Thomas W. Mills of the Cornell Law Library replaced Katherine Topulos as Book Review Editor.  Editorial and Administrative Assistant Deborah P. Bright of Charlottesville, Virginia also left her position with the completion of volume 32.

   Since 1997, the Journal has been printed and mailed without charge to the Association through the generosity of Thomson-West.  In July 2005, we signed a new agreement with Thomson-West extending the arrangement through 2010. 

2.  Electronic Publication and Indexing of the Journal.  Vols. 1-32 (1973-2004) of IJLI are available on William S. Hein & Co.’s Hein Online service (http://heinonline.org/).    Hein Online uses imaging technology to reproduce the original pages from the Journal, adding volumes as they are completed.  Direct access to past volumes of the Journal on Hein Online  is provided through the “Journal” page of the IALL website.  Selected full-text coverage of the Journal from vol. 22 (1994) to date is also available in Westlaw’s INTJLI database.   Mr. Engsberg is in discussions to include the Journal in Lexis-Nexis in 2006.

  In 2005, thanks to the efforts of Mr Engsberg, the Association signed an agreement with HW Wilson to include the Journal in Wilson’s new Library Literature & Information Science database and to provide access to the full text of articles since 2000 in that database and in the Index to Legal Periodicals database.  The Committee continues to monitor the Journal’s inclusion in indexes of legal and library literature to ensure that the Journal is indexed in a timely fashion and to see where else it might be indexed.

3.  IALL Web Site.  Under the leadership of Web Director Claire Germain and the technical support of Webmaster Sasha Skenderija, the IALL web site (http://www.iall.org) has continued to develop and improve.  The web site resides on a server at the Cornell Law Library.  IALL provides financial support for maintenance and development of the web site.  The domain name “iall.org” is registered through Network Solutions through September 2008.

4. IALL Member list-serve.   The IALL  “members only” list serve (“IALLMembers @lists.law.duke.edu”) is designed to facilitate communication among IALL members.  There are presently 138 subscribers to the list, a net increase of 11 since last year’s report.  The list is used to distribute messages from the President, update members on planning for the annual course, solicit suggestions for the IALL website award, solicit advice on professional questions, and share other information of interest to the membership.  The Committee continues to look for ways to increase subscriptions and greater use of the listserve.  In addition to the members list, a private board list-serve (“iallboard@lists. law.duke.edu”) is maintained for communications among Board members between annual meetings.  The Duke University School of Law hosts both lists.

5. IALL Brochure.  Members of the Committee also worked on the design and content of a new IALL membership brochure, which was published through the generosity of Thomson-West.  The new brochure debuted at professional conferences during the summer of 2004 and was used to promote the Helsinki annual course.


In the coming year, the Committee looks forward to continuing to work with and support the editors of the Journal and web site, expanding its efforts to promote the Association, and developing new projects to improve communications within IALL and to those outside the Association.  On a personal note, the outgoing chair thanks the Committee members, past and present, for their hard work and support, and the Association for providing him the opportunity to serve.

Richard A. Danner

Director of Communications

1 August 2005

